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Public comment invited for corrective action permit  

Recently, the Washington State Department of Ecology (Ecology) 

held a public comment period for environmental documents that  

address dioxin contamination and cleanup at the Reichhold/SSA  

facility. The documents are part of a Consent Decree Amendment 

and Cleanup Action Plan Amendment to deal with dioxin contamina-

tion in site soil. The public comment period ended March 29, 2016 

and we did not receive any comments. 

 

Ecology has prepared a new draft corrective action permit for this 

site so that cleanup work can proceed. The draft permit is now avail-

able for public comment. A final decision on this permit will be made 

after Ecology has reviewed public comments.  

 

Request for comments 

Ecology welcomes comments for a draft corrective action permit for 

the Reichhold/SSA facility. Ecology plans to issue a final permit at 

the end of the 45-day public comment period so cleanup work can 

proceed. Comments must be postmarked, received by email, or hand 

delivered by June 30, 2016 to be considered.  

 

Ecology will hold a public hearing if there is enough interest from 

the public. To request a hearing, contact Stan Leja by phone, letter, 

or email. If Ecology holds a hearing, we will notify the public by: 

 Sending a postcard announcing the hearing. 

 Advertising in the Tacoma News Tribune. 

 Updating Ecology’s public involvement calendar. 

 Updating the Ecology’s website for the Reichhold/SSA site. 

 

 

New Draft Permit for Reichhold/SSA 

Comments accepted: 

May 16-June 30, 2016 
 
Submit  comments to: 

Stan Leja 
Department of Ecology 
Hazardous Waste & Toxics  
Reduction Program - SWRO 
PO Box 47775 
Olympia, WA 98504-7775 
Phone: (360) 407-6345  
Email: stan.leja@ecy.wa.gov 
 
Document review locations: 

Please call locations for business 
hours.  
 
Hazardous Waste & Toxics Reduc-
tion Program - SWRO  
300 Desmond Dr. SE 
Lacey, WA 98503 
360-407-6300 
 
Tacoma Public Library 
1102 Tacoma Avenue South 
Tacoma, WA  98402 
253-591-5666 

Citizens for a Healthy Bay 
535 Dock Street, Suite 213  
Tacoma, WA 98402  
253-383-2429 

Online: https://fortress.wa.gov/

ecy/gsp/Sitepage.aspx? csid=3438 

CONTACTS & INFORMATION 

mailto:stan.leja@ecy.wa.gov


 

Site background 

The property, located at 3320 Lincoln Avenue East, Tacoma WA  98421, is the site of a former  

chemical manufacturing facility. The facility began operations in 1956 primarily for the production of 

pentachlorophenol for use by wood treatment companies and treated fiber products for the building 

industry. 

 

On December 4, 1988 the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) issued a Resource Conserva-

tion and Recovery Act (RCRA) Storage and Corrective Action Permit to Reichhold for continued  

operation of the site as a dangerous waste management facility. One of the requirements of this per-

mit was implementing corrective actions (cleanup) for all releases of hazardous waste and chemicals 

at the site. The RCRA Storage and Corrective Action Permit expired in 1998 and was not renewed be-

cause operations at the facility had ended.   

 

In 2004, Ecology issued a Dangerous Waste Management Permit for corrective action. This corrective 

action permit was developed to conduct cleanup activities at sites that previously operated under 

dangerous waste permits, but no longer store, manage, or dispose of hazardous waste. Since its  

expiration, Ecology worked cooperatively with SSA on a corrective action permit application, a  

process which was completed earlier this year.  

 

Site contamination and proposed cleanup actions 

In 2014, soil contaminated with dioxin/furan compounds was found at the site. SSA’s contractors, 

with Ecology oversight, further investigated the nature and extent of the dioxin/furan contamination. 

Based on those results, Ecology decided that additional cleanup actions must be done to protect  

people and animals from contacting contaminated soils. 

 

The contaminated soils are found in the central part of the property, within a former soil handling  

area, and six other isolated locations. Dioxin levels in the soil in these areas exceed cleanup levels for 

industrial sites. Cleanup levels for dioxins in industrial areas are 1,680 parts per trillion (ppt). The  

average concentration of dioxins in the contaminated areas of site soil is 53,905 ppt. Localized 

groundwater impacts in the shallow aquifer are not expected to exceed applicable surface water 

cleanup levels. 

 

Proposed cleanup actions include: 

 Excavating soil at six isolated areas. 

 Combining contaminated soil within a 7.5 acre area of the site. 

 Capping the contaminated soil area with a surface that would prevent direct contact by humans 

and animals. 

 Maintaining deed restrictions at the property to keep the property in industrial use, and protect 

the capped area. 

 

Accommodation request 

To request printed materials in a format for the visually impaired, call the Hazardous Waste and Toxics Reduc-

tion Program at 360-407-6700.  Persons with impaired hearing may call Washington Relay Service at 711.  Per-



sons with speech disability may call TTY at 877-833-6341.  

Spanish 

Ecologí a da la bienvenida a los comentarios de un borrador del permiso de accio n correctiva para la instalacio n 
de Reichhold/SSA. Ecologí a planea emitir un permiso final al concluir el perí odo de comentarios pu blicos de 45 
dí as para que el trabajo de la limpieza pueda continuar. Para ser considerados, los comentarios tienen que ser en-
viados por correo postal, recibido por correo electro nico, o entregado por mano a mas tardar el 30 de junio, 2016. 
Para obtener ma s informacio n, llame al 360-4507-6300 y pida un inte rprete.  

 

Korean 

주 환경부에서는 타코마에 있는 Reichhold/SSA사의 환경오염 청소를 허가하기 전에 주민들의 의견을 듣기를 

원합니다.  45일 동안 여러분들이 보내주신 의견을 수렴하여 최종 허가할 계획이니, 2016년 6월30일까지 이

메일이나 일반 편지로 보내시거나, 직접 주 환경부에 오셔서 제출해주십시요.  일반 편지일 경우 우체국 소인

이 2016년 6월30일까지 찍힌 것만 유효합니다.  보다 자세한 사항은 360-407-6300으로 전화하셔서 문의하시

거나, 아니면 통역을 요청하십시요.  

 

Russian 

Отдел экологии принимает комментарии по поводу проекта разрешения на корректирующие деи ствия в 

отношении предприятия Reichhold/SSA. Отдел экологии планирует опубликовать окончательныи  

вариант разрешения в конце 45-дневного периода, отведе нного для комментариев общественности, с 

тем чтобы можно было начать работы по очистке. Чтобы комментарии принимались к рассмотрению, их 

следует отправить по почте (с почтовым штемпелем), по электроннои  почте или доставить лично до 30 

июня 2016 года. За дальнейшей информацией обращайтесь по телефону 360-407-6300 и попросите о 

предоставлении услуг устного перевода.  



PO Box 47600 

Olympia, WA 98504-7600 

Join the discussion about cleanup at Reichhold/SSA 

3320 Lincoln Avenue East, Tacoma WA  98421 

Public Comment Period 

Ecology welcomes comments on a draft 

corrective action permit at the Reichhold/

SSA site. Once the permit is finalized,  

cleanup work to address dioxin/furan  

contamination in site soil can proceed. 

 

Comments accepted: 

May 16-June 30, 2016 

 

More information: 

https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/gsp/Sitepage.aspx? 

csid=3438  

Information in Spanish, Korean, and 

Russian inside. 


